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vigorous cannonade from the 6-gun battery at Pomiechowo,
lie was able to carry the Eussian redoubts, from which the
artillery was withdrawn towards Czarnowo, only just in time
to save it from capture. The absence of pursuit soon showed
the Eussians how weak the French left was, and they
launched a strong force of cavalry against Petit. His men,
calmly holding their fire till the cavalry were close upon
them, repulsed this and several other attacks by infantry
upon the captured redoubts. Davout was able to reinforce
Petit with more troops of the 3rd division, and every attack
made upon him was open to the flanking artillery fire from
Pomiechowo.

Osterman's troops had now, at 4 a.m., been for 12
hours under arms, for 9 under fire. The general, seriously
alarmed by the loss of Czarnowo, determined on retreat.
To cover it, he still continued his attacks on Petit, and kept
up a vigorous fire in front. At this juncture, being reinforced
by 3 battalions and 4 squadrons, he was able to draw off his
troops, still in good order, towards Nasielsk.

It is probable that the loss on the French side exceeded
that of the Eussians, who had 1392 * killed and wounded.

Napoleon's decision to attempt the passage by night was
remarkable, and unusual with him. He was using for it the
best troops in his army, and the accuracy with which they
carried out his programme folly justified his confidence in
them. Any deviation from his orders, any hesitation on the
part of the officers in leading, or of the men in following,
might have led to disaster. On the other hand, the passage
by daylight would have been attended with immense risk
and difficulty. The bridges would have had to be constructed
under the fire of the Eussian guns commanding all the low

* Davout states his loss at 807, but this is probably below the mark, and
appears to exclude Petit and part of the cavalry. The loss in officers was
Specially heavy, as was to be expected in a night attack where bold leading was
essential to success (Davout, p, 127). Flotho (p. 24) says Ostennan Tolstoi
reported bis loss as only 500. Hcepfner (iii, 90) gives 1392, including three
generals wounded.
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